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By the late 1990s, the School of Architecture, Urban
Design, and Landscape Architecture at the City College
of New York had outgrown its home in Shepard Hall and
needed a new facility. Decades of evolving academic
and administrative needs had transformed the original
site into a fractured, generally inadequate collection of
administrative offices, which were relocated prior to the

April 2016

renovation. Rafael Vifioly Architects overhauled an existing
structure—a five-story, modernist glass-block building
designed and constructed as a library in the late 1950s—
to satisfy the university’s needs. Preserving only the
reinforced-concrete columns and floor slabs, the firm cut a
large opening in each floor plate to create a central atrium
and wove a series pedestrian bridges through it.
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