CURVE THEATRE
Leicester, United Kingdom

As an anchor for redevelopment of the St. George’s
Conservation Area in downtown Leicester, the city’s new
theater, Curve, seeks to engage community life. To fulfill
this mission, Rafael Vifioly Architects turned the typical
theater configuration “inside out,” exposing the production,
construction, craft, and technical components of the
building to the public, and integrated the performance into
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the life of the city. The design accomplishes this goal of
public engagement via a four-story louvered curtain wall
that reveals two main performance venues, a 750-seat
main theater, and a 350-seat black box theater, situated
on opposite sides of the main stage and surrounded by
the public ground-floor lobby.
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