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Given that new technologies and scientific breakthroughs
increasingly stem from interdisciplinary research, the
Pennsylvania State University and Rafael Vifioly Architects
decided to integrate the university’s Huck Institutes of

the Life Sciences and Department of Materials Science
and Engineering in a single building mass. In response

April 2016

to a highly technically sensitive research program, Rafael
Vinoly Architects designed a structural solution for the
laboratory facility that accommodates technological
needs while creating open space and a gateway to the
university’s science and research corridor.
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